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his time a year ago, I sat down for lunch with the incomparable
Rachel Robinson shortly after UCLA’s athletic and recreation
facilities were named in honor of her late husband Jackie
Robinson, the legendary four-sport Bruin star who went on
to break Major League Baseball’s color barrier.

Rachel, who met Jackie at UCLA when
both were students, reflected that afternoon,
as you would expect, on her time here in
Westwood. What you may not expect,
however, was how quickly the then 92-year-
old philanthropist, civil rights pioneer,
mother of three, nurse with a NYU master’s
degree and former assistant professor at Yale
moved the conversation to the exciting
projects and initiatives that the Jackie
Robinson Foundation, which she founded
in 1973, had in the works.

What struck me as remarkable about this
was that, even with a past as accomplished
and thoroughly interesting to recount as any
I can think of, Mrs. Rachel Robinson was
focused on what’s next.

This, in many ways, is my mandate as Director of Athletics at UCLA —
to consistently pose the question, “What’s next?’” in an effort to ensure that
our future is every bit as spectacular as our past.

With renovations to the Rose Bowl and Pauley Pavilion complete, the
state-of-the-art Wasserman Football and Mo Ostin Basketball Centers under
construction, Acosta Training Center currently being reimagined for our
Olympic Sport student-athletes and an Academic Center addition to the JD
Morgan Center in the discussion phase, UCLA Athletics is, tweaking
football’s mantra ever so slightly, in the midst of a Bruin Evolution.

“What’s next?” extends far beyond brick, steel, grass and hardwood
though.  For more than a decade, UCLA Athletics has advocated for student
welfare issues. Not all that long ago, providing cream cheese for a student-
athlete’s bagel was considered a minor NCAA violation ... seriously. A rule
such as this, which has since been abolished, has led to public outrage over
the years and understandably so.

In April 2014, however, the NCAA Legislative Council took an important
step in moving towards a more permissive model that member institutions
have long advocated for, deciding to allow Division I student-athletes to
receive unlimited meals and snacks in conjunction with their athletic
participation. The rule, which is at the discretion of each university but one
that UCLA immediately implemented, was the first in what has been an
important series of steps to loosen governing body restrictions.    

With the landscape of collegiate athletics undergoing continuous and historic
change, it is becoming clearer than ever that this is not your father’s NCAA.  

Four months later, in August 2014, the NCAA Division I Board of
Directors voted to restructure Division I governance such that student-
athletes have an active, decision-making voice as part of the new autonomy
structure. Three Pac-12 student-athletes, one of which was UCLA football
student-athlete Kene Orjioke, as well as 12 other student-athlete repres-
entatives, joined representatives from each of the 65 member schools of the
ACC, Big 12, Big Ten, Pac-12 and SEC to discuss and vote on a series of
proposals designed to improve the student-athlete experience.  

Additionally, universities in the Big Five conferences under this new
governance structure now receive four votes as opposed to just one — a
major break from the old model. This change has proven to empower
member schools in the Big Five more than at any other time during the
NCAA’s existence. The winds of change are indeed blowing all around.

Recently, the NCAA enacted another permissive measure, this one
allowing for universities to provide full cost of attendance to scholarship
student-athletes. Having long challenged our department to plan ahead for
the day when the NCAA made this permissible, I’m extremely pleased that
as of this academic quarter, each of our student-athletes receive full cost of
attendance commensurate with his or her scholarship.

With these changes, however, comes a price. While costs continue to rise,

funding support from the University (non-state dollars) remains flat and
now only represents 3 percent of the overall athletic revenue budget. By
comparison, Athletics’ other sources of revenue include Pac-12 and NCAA
distributions (33 percent), corporate sponsorships (17 percent), a Pac-12
Network still in its infancy (2 percent) and other miscellaneous revenue
sources (5 percent). 

Most notably is the difference YOU make. Through ticket sales and gifts,
UCLA’s donors, fans and alumni comprise 40 percent of Athletics’ revenue
budget, helping support our 25 elite athletic programs and more than 700
student-athletes in so many important ways.

At the end of the day, after all the budgeting and advance planning, the
ultimate irony is this: the reason we love collegiate athletics is because we
actually never know “what’s next?” We pack the Rose Bowl and Pauley
Pavilion, hoping what comes next is UCLA victory. We eagerly anticipate
signing day to see who the next great Bruin will be. 

And we watch our student-athletes walk across the stage on graduation
day, anxious to see how they’ll make their mark out in the world and write
the next chapter of their lives.

As Jackie Robinson profoundly stated, “A life is not important except in
the impact it has on other lives.”

While it should go without saying, I’m still going to say it anyway. As a
donor, by virtue of supporting UCLA Athletics and our 700-plus student-
athletes, you are leading an extremely important life. Please never forget this
or underestimate the impact you have on the lives of others.

Thank you once again for your continued support, and Go Bruins!
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WE’RE AT OUR 
     BEST WHEN WE 
    MAKE OTHERS BETTER. 

ucla.edu/optimists

JORJA LEAP

Class of ’78, ’80, ’88

Nationally Recognized  

Anthropologist, 

Writer, Gang Expert

ROB REINER

UCLA ’64 - ’66

Award-Winning 

Filmmaker, Activist

RAFER JOHNSON

Class of ’59

Student Body President, 

Olympic Gold Decathlete,  

African-American 

Inspiration

Optimism is more than an outlook. It’s an action. We don’t just believe 

tomorrow can be better—we stand up, dig in and throw our potential into 

every endeavor to make it happen. Not just for ourselves, but for everyone. 

What will you make better?
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Energy Upgrade California® is a state initiative to educate residents and small business consumers about energy management. The initiative helps Californians take action to save energy and 
conserve natural resources, reduce demand on the electricity grid, and make informed energy management choices at home and at work. It is supported by an alliance of the California Public 
Utilities Commission, the California Energy Commission, utilities, regional energy networks, local governments, businesses, and nonpro�ts to help communities meet state and local energy and 
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Did you know that running your faucet for 5 minutes uses as  

much electricity as leaving a 60-watt light bulb on for 14 hours?  

Do your part to help California Stay Golden by not only managing 

your electricity use, but your water use, too.

Get educated on water management and learn about rebates to 

upgrade appliances at EnergyUpgradeCA.org. 

Stay Golden, California.
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Soaring to

NEW HEIGHTS
R u s s e l l  W e s t b R o o k ’ s  j o u R n e y  f R o m  u C l A  t o  n b A  s u p e R s t A R  

h A s  b e e n  n o t h i n g  s h o R t  o f  i n C R e d i b l e .
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“ When he  f irst  h it  the  floor ,  y ou  not iced  h is  athlet ic ism.

y o u ’ d  s e e  h i m  ru n n i n g  t h e  f lo o r  a n d  d u n k i n g .  t h e n  y o u

s a W  h i s  b a l l- h a n d l i n g  s k i l l s .  t h e n  y o u  s a W  h i s  a b i l i t y  to

k n o c k  d o W n  t h e  m i d - r a n g e  s h ot.”

—  T r a c y  M u r r a y

By Michael Ventre
hat fans see today when they look at Russell Westbrook
is the finished product — if they’re able to catch a
glimpse of him at all. The former Bruin has become
arguably the preeminent blur of his generation. He can

go from end to end on a basketball court faster than the average human can
point a smartphone at him to get evidence that he exists. He’s that fast. If it
wasn’t for stoppages of play, Russell Westbrook might be just a rumor.

Of course, while he’s whizzing past, he’s also doing something productive
to help the Oklahoma City Thunder win basketball games. Usually he’s
attacking the bucket at breakneck speed. Sometimes he comes to a screeching
halt and nails a three. Still other times he does something so acrobatic that
you suddenly lose any urge you ever had to go see Cirque du Soleil because
you just saw it.

But he can do all that because, again, he is a complete player. And he got that
way not simply because he was given a disproportionate amount of athleticism.
It’s because he took that athleticism and worked hard to get the most out of it.

“The first time I saw Russell play, I saw a guy that I knew was underrated, a guy
no one knew about,” said Tracy Murray, a Glendora, California, native who played
at UCLA from 1989-92 and is now a shooting coach with the Lakers. “He was one
of those guys who was right there, but was not in the papers. Nobody was really
talking about him. But he was such a hard worker and a tremendous athlete.”

Murray said he first encountered Westbrook when he was still in high
school and came to Pauley Pavilion to play pickup games.

“When he first hit the floor, you noticed his athleticism,” Murray
explained. “You’d see him running the floor and dunking. Then you saw his
ball-handling skills. Then you saw his ability to knock down the mid-range
shot. Everything else continued to be good, but you saw everything else
slowly catching up — his decision-making, his ability to read the defense.
He started to put together the complete game.”

Russell Westbrook Jr. was born in Long Beach, California, on Nov. 12,
1988. For some context, that was the start of the first season for UCLA head
basketball coach Jim Harrick, who went on to hold the job for eight seasons.
When Russell was 6 years old, the Bruins won their 11th national
championship, in 1995. So the concept of UCLA basketball glory wasn’t some
grainy color memory. It was fresh in the mind of young Russell Westbrook.

“Nobody can say they have more championship banners than we do,”
Westbrook said recently after a Thunder practice. “I always win that argument.”

But Westbrook was a little late to big-time basketball. Growing up in
Lawndale, California, he attended Leuzinger High and didn’t start on the
varsity team until his junior year. He came into high school at 5-8 and by
the time he left he was 6-3. Colleges were late to woo him to their campuses.

Then-UCLA coach Ben Howland saw something in the young, energetic
Westbrook and offered him a scholarship. But he started slowly in Westwood too,
coming off the bench his freshman year to spell Darren Collison and averaging
just 3.4 points per contest for the 2006-07 season.

“The first year for him was a rough year,” recalled Alfred Aboya, one of

W
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R u s s e l l  W e s t b R o o k p R o u d l y  d i s p l A y s
h i s  m o s t  V A l u A b l e  p l A y e R  A W A R d  A f t e R
h e l p i n g  t h e  W e s t e R n  C o n f e R e n C e  t o  A
1 6 3 - 1 5 8  V i C t o R y  o V e R  t h e  e A s t  A t  t h e
2 0 1 5  n b A  A l l- s t A R  g A m e  A t  m A d i s o n
s q u A R e  g A R d e n  i n  n e W  y o R k  C i t y .
( p h o t o :  e l s A ,  g e t t y  i m A g e s )

Soaring to NEW HEIGHTS
R u s s e l l  W e s t b R o o k ’ s  j o u R n e y  f R o m  u C l A  t o  n b A  s u p e R s t A R

his teammates at the time. “High school and college
are two very different experiences. It’s sometimes
hard to adjust and hard to get a spot in the rotation.

“But Russ had a great work ethic,” he added.
“Going into his sophomore year he really worked
hard at becoming the best. People only saw Russell
in his sophomore year and didn’t see all the time he
put in at the gym between his freshman and
sophomore years working out and trying to
improve his game.”

The effort Westbrook put in paid off. In his
sophomore season of 2007-08, Westbrook averaged
12.7 points and 4.3 rebounds per contest. More
importantly, the Bruins reached the Final Four in each
of his two seasons in Westwood.

From an overlooked high school prospect to a top
NBA draft pick is not the typical hardwood journey.
But Westbrook defied convention. He was chosen
No. 4 overall in the 2008 draft by the franchise that
was then transitioning from the Seattle SuperSonics
into the Oklahoma City Thunder.

Through the seven seasons that he has been a
member of the Thunder, Westbrook has averaged
21.1 points, 7.1 assists and 5.2 rebounds per game.
He has been named to the NBA All-Star team four
times, winning the MVP trophy of that event last
year. He was also a member of the gold medal-
winning 2012 U.S. Olympic team.

While he and teammate Kevin Durant and their
supporting cast have made the playoffs in five of the
seven seasons they’ve played together, they’ve made
the NBA Finals only once, losing to the Miami
Heat in five games in 2012. They’ve advanced to
the Western Conference finals two other times.

Westbrook feels he has unfinished business, and
it starts with focusing on how the Thunder can
improve and not focusing on the crowded field of
talent in the West.

“We’ll see how it plays out this year,” Westbrook
said. “We just want to make the absolute best out of
this year. I don’t worry about any other team but my
own and what we need to do to win a championship.”

Westbrook will soon be approaching that
crossroads that every NBA player faces, and
especially stars. While he needs to go all out in order
to achieve his goals, he also has to be mindful of
reserving his strength and energy in order to
withstand the grind of each new NBA season. The
Spurs give rests to stars Tim Duncan, Tony Parker
and Manu Ginobili. LeBron James takes time off.
They all do it.
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But can someone whose natural state is full speed put the brakes on?
“He’ll know when to make the transition,” Murray explained. “He’ll

find that niche. He’s young now, he has no fear, he hasn’t had a lot of
injuries. He still has that style. When things start happening he’ll slow
down, play a more mid-range game. He’ll know when it’s time to ease
up a bit.”

Still, it’s difficult to get that initial impression of Russell Westbrook
out of one’s mind. When he first stepped onto the Westwood court as a
high school player, it was as if you handed Usain Bolt a basketball and
then fired a starter’s pistol — except that Westbrook goes at that speed
for an entire basketball game rather than 10 seconds or so.

When he looks back, though, he savors the memories in real time.
“I was born in L.A. I have a lot of friends and family in the area,”

Westbrook said. “Going to UCLA was an important experience for me
for the two years I was there. Just being able to meet different people
and connecting, meeting my wife (Nina Earl, who played forward on
the UCLA women’s basketball team) there.

“There were a lot of people that I learned a lot of different things
from,” he added, “not just in basketball but in the classroom. It kind of
made me smarter and more aware of what’s going on in the world.”

Westbrook continues to add to his resumé. Over the years he has
developed an interest in fashion, and he has shown a certain panache in
that arena that rivals the one he exhibits on the hardwood. He dresses
for post-game press conferences with the vivacity of a supermodel in
Paris. He has a line of men’s wear at Barneys called Westbrook XO that
is almost as bold as he is.

“It’s going well,” he said. “Design is another passion of mine, so I’m
able to design some things for (Barneys). A lot of times I’ll be sitting
back and going through different fabrics to see what I like and get ideas
when I’m not playing basketball.”

But the one hunk of cloth that has eluded him so far is a championship
banner. With Durant, Serge Ibaka, Nick Collison and the rest,
Westbrook might have his best roster in a while. Yet the West — with
current powers Golden State, San Antonio, Houston, the L.A. Clippers
and Memphis still all championship-viable — is cluttered with obstacles.

Murray thinks this might be the year the dynamic duo of Westbrook
and Durant figure it all out and lead their team to the promised land.

“I think those two play well together,” he said. “They’re definitely a
great one-two combo. They just need the other pieces to play well. They
just need the right pieces around those two to support them. Once they
figure out down the stretch how to use each other, who has the hot hand,
who is best at taking certain shots, once they figure that out and have
the supporting cast, that’s when it’ll happen for him.”

No matter what the future holds with his NBA career, he’ll always be
one of the greatest players to emerge from Westwood. Fans might not need
much of a reminder either, since Westbrook is in the process of arranging
a donation to UCLA that might include having his name on the men’s
practice court of the planned Mo Ostin Basketball Center.

“That would be a tremendous honor,” he said, “to have something
that will last for a lifetime at the school I went to.”

It will go nicely with his legacy, which will surely last just as long.
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Soaring to NEW HEIGHTS
r U s s e L L  w e s t b r o o k ’ s  J o U r n e y  f r o m  U C L a  t o  n b a  s U p e r s t a r

“ I  w a s  b o r n  I n  L . a .  I  h a v e  a  L o t  o f
f r I e n d s  a n d  f a m I L y  I n  t h e  a r e a .  G o I n G
t o  U C L a  w a s  a n  I m p o r t a n t  e x p e r I e n C e
f o r  m e  f o r  t h e  t w o  y e a r s  I  w a s  t h e r e .
J U s t  b e I n G  a b L e  t o  m e e t  d I f f e r e n t  p e o -
p L e  a n d  C o n n e C t I n G ,  m e e t I n G  m y  w I f e
( n I n a  e a r L ,  w h o  p L a y e d  f o r w a r d  o n  t h e
U C L a  w o m e n ’ s  b a s k e t b a L L  t e a m )  t h e r e .
t h e r e  w e r e  a  L o t  o f  p e o p L e  t h a t  I
L e a r n e d  a  L o t  o f  d I f f e r e n t  t h I n G s
f r o m ,  n o t  J U s t  I n  b a s k e t b a L L  b U t  I n
t h e  C L a s s r o o m .  I t  k I n d  o f  m a d e  m e
s m a r t e r  a n d  m o r e  a w a r e  o f  w h a t ’ s
G o I n G  o n  I n  t h e  w o r L d .”

— R u s s e l l  W e s t b R o o k
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ou wouldn’t necessarily be wrong to think that the UCLA
residence halls over the last few years were like a Westwood
branch of the Holiday Inn.

Jrue Holiday resided there for the 2008-09 basketball season
before heading to the NBA. His sister, Lauren, arrived to play basketball for
the Bruins in 2012, and, after taking a medical retirement, she remains on
track to soon finish her degree in history.

Now there’s incoming freshman Aaron Holiday, a 19-year-old from
Campbell Hall High School in North Hollywood — the same place where
not only Jrue and Lauren excelled, but also oldest brother, Justin, who played
four years at the University of Washington and has maintained a career in
the NBA.

If only because of the name, Aaron Holiday accepts the reality that no
matter how he walks, talks or chews his gum around campus, there will 
be comparisons.

But for starters, let’s see if we can peel away that label of “Jrue’s 
little brother.”

“The way that will happen is by how I present myself,” said Aaron. “I
don’t want to present as ‘Jrue’s little brother’ or be in his shadow. I know I’m
seen as his little brother, but I have my own personality.”

“He’s a very strong individual,” adds Jrue, six years older than Aaron. “I
don’t want people to compare me to him or him to me. We are different. I
guess we had some similar paths through high school and now in college,
but I wouldn’t think it’s fair to him if he’s judged on my name. I know I
grew up in a lot of ways as ‘Justin’s little brother,’ even though he and I are
just a year apart. But everyone in our family knows we are different in many
ways. On the court, I’d want him judged on his game.”

If you going simply by the numbers, Jrue wore No. 21 at UCLA and now
sports No. 11 for the New Orleans Pelicans. Justin, No. 22 at Washington,
is wearing No. 7 these days for the Atlanta Hawks.

Aaron, who wore No. 11 in high school, considered taking No. 4 at
UCLA since he’s the fourth child in his family. Lauren Holiday wore that
number for the UCLA women’s team.

But Aaron says he finds comfort with No. 3, which he said he first wore
at Adidas camp and, when he really took a deeper look at it, he likes it from
a spiritual standpoint by the way it represents the blessed trinity.

Hearing that pleases his parents, Shawn and Toya Holiday, in many ways.
“All of our children have a life with Jesus,” said Toya, whose family based

in Chatsworth, California, stays active at the nearby Shepherd of the Hills
Church. “But having had the last three years at home to spend just with
Aaron being around, I can say he is very thoughtful, a lot like Jrue is, but
not as verbal in some ways that Justin is. 

“Aaron really is a character and can be pretty funny. In a lot of ways, Aaron
has sort of parts of all three (siblings), which really shouldn’t be a surprise
since they pretty much helped raise him anyway.”

Toya, a former athletics director at Campbell Hall and now the ninth-

grade dean, remembers vividly how difficult it was for Aaron to try to excel
in basketball not too long ago after the success of his two brothers and sister.

At one point during his freshman basketball season at Campbell Hall,
Aaron started piling up technical fouls — he had seven at one point. Toya
was ready to sit him down because the game didn’t appear to be fun for him.

“I didn’t realize how much what Justin and Jrue did had put expectations
on him,” said Toya. “It really made him nuts. ‘Jrue did this’ or ‘Justin did
that.’ We had to make Aaron realize it was OK to be himself, but he did
struggle with it. It was out of character for him for get all those technical
fouls. He made mistakes. That’s OK. I know he’s still working on it and he’ll
be fine. We still remember to tell him, ‘Just do you.’”

Through group texting, the Holiday siblings stay in constant contact with
each other, sharing jokes, Bible verses, or whatever thoughts they may have.
The tight-knit family took many camping trips through the years, competed
against each other in all kinds of activities, and made trips to visit with family
members all over the map.

While Aaron also excelled in football and baseball in high school, Toya
wasn’t sure basketball would be his main sport of choice. But again, how
could it not?

“We were always outside playing, and they were never easy on me,” said
Aaron of his siblings — noting especially Lauren, three years older than him.
“They played rough, but that’s what I needed. It taught me not to be scared
of anyone on the guard. Just play. Whatever happens, happens. Play
consistent and tough.”

Jrue said he didn’t have to be overly protective of Aaron on the court.
“He had to hold his own, and that made him better,” said Jrue. “He knew

A A r o n  H o l i d Ay  F o l l o w e d  s i b l i n G s

J r u e  a n d  l a u r e n  t o  u c l a .

By Tom Hoffarth

A FAMILY AFFAIR
F r e s h m a n  a a r o n  h o l i d a y  b e c o m e s  

t h e  t h i r d  m e m b e r  o F  h i s  F a m i l y  

t o  d o n  t h e  b l u e  &  G o l d

Y
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that no matter how much older I was, he could be the youngest in the 
2-on-2 games, but I wanted to beat him. We never took it easy on him.”

As one who would rather show than tell, Jrue says getting a point across
to Aaron is better when Aaron does come to ask for advice.

“From my experience, when either Justin or I were lectured, it didn’t work
so well,” said Jrue. “I’ll wait until Aaron asks about something before I give
him an opinion.”

Although recruiters may have assumed Aaron was destined to go to UCLA
because of his family’s ties, that was not necessarily the case.

“It would have been nice to see him at a school on the East Coast, or the
South, but I’m thankful he really wanted UCLA, not just because of Jrue,
or Lauren, or Lauren Cheney [the former UCLA soccer star now married to
Jrue],” said Toya. “I made sure he realized wherever he chose, he had to be
the one living there when things got hard. I think that the decision came
down to Aaron having a great relationship with Coach Alford. He likes him
and so do we.”

Toya pointed to a game in February 2014 that sent a message not only to
Aaron, but to their family. Two of UCLA’s starters, eventual first-round NBA
Draft selections Kyle Anderson and Jordan Adams, served a one-game
suspension for a violation of team rules. The Bruins rallied late, sent the
game into double overtime and lost by an 87-83 margin.

“One of the things I’ve always been impressed by with Coach Alford 
goes back to that game when two starters got into trouble before a big game
and he sat them,” said Toya. “I have no idea what they did, but there 
were consequences to their actions. If they had played, UCLA probably
would have won. But the team had to step up. I not only like the discipline
part of that, but also the fact that to this day we still don’t know what those
players did.

“So when Aaron said he wanted to go to UCLA, we were all very happy.”
Jrue didn’t do any arm-twisting to get Aaron to stay closer to home.
“He made the right choice on his own,” said Jrue. “I know I picked UCLA

because of its history and its program — and I found my wife there. You
can never go wrong there.”

For Aaron, the history and allure of the program was also very appealing.
“It’s the best fit for me — the up-tempo offense. Trustworthy coaching

staff. Watching Jrue play at Pauley Pavilion was special, and there was always
a special feeling being in there with the banners and the John Wooden quotes
everywhere, the jerseys hanging.”

While Aaron, at 6-1 and 185 pounds, expects to grow in both 
size and experience, what he may give away now to Jrue (6-4, 205) 
and Justin (6-6, 185), he has impressed them with what talents he 
already has.

“It’s weird to me how he gets to basket at will,” said Jrue. “I know I can’t
do that. I wish I had his explosiveness. Even in the open court, he reminds
me of Tyreke Evans or John Wall in how he moves in transition.”

As for the best advice Aaron has received from his other brothers: 
play defense.

“They are always telling me, ‘Play your game, don’t let anyone change
you.’ But also remember to play defense. I actually like defense. I hate it
when my guy scores. I have a lot of pride in playing defense.”

From a mother’s standpoint, Toya senses that Aaron has learned two key
life lessons from observing the actions of his older brothers, who for a brief

time got to play in the NBA together on the Philadelphia 76ers in 2012-13.
“Perseverance, for one thing,” said Toya. “I remember when Justin worked

so hard and finally made it with the Warriors (for the 2014-15 championship
season). I called him just to say ‘Thank you.’ I appreciated the example 
he set, not just for his sister Lauren and brother Aaron, but all the other 
kids who realize if you work hard and stayed with it, dreams come true. Jrue,
he just turned 19 before the NBA draft, and he persevered as well. He had
to grow up very quickly, learn to pay bills, now that he was in the world 
of the NBA.

“The other thing they taught him is love. They really do take care of
Aaron. He knows he can talk to them any time and ask them a question
without getting some crazy answer. He gets the correct answers. They take
the time and make sure he’s doing things right. They are all great big brothers
and sisters.”
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J r u e  H o L i d a y ,  n o w  w i t h  t h e  n b a ' s  n e w  o r -
L e a n s  P e L i C a n s ,  s t a r t e d  a L L  3 5  g a m e s  a s  a
f r e s h m a n  a t  u C L a  i n  2 0 0 8 - 0 9 .   ( P h o t o :  L a y n e
m u r d o C h  J r . ,  g e t t y  i m a g e s )

L a u r e n  H o L i d a y  w a s  a  g u a r d  o n  t h e  u C L a
w o m e n ' s  b a s k e t b a L L  t e a m  i n  2 0 1 2 - 1 3 .  ( P h o t o :
d o n  L i e b i g )

A FAMILY AFFAIR
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SUCCESSFOR

RECIPEA

J o r d i n  c a n a d a  a n d  n i r r a  f i e l d s

p r o v i d e  a  u n i q u e  c h e m i s t r y  f o r

t h e  B r u i n  w o m e n ’ s  h o o p s  t e a m .

By Jill Painter Lopez

N
irra Fields is such a consistently productive and precise guard
for UCLA that she’s earned the nickname “Robot” from her
teammates. Fields, a senior, has the same focused, diligent
attitude in every drill, scrimmage, offensive set and execution

of game plans. She’s fiercely competitive. She’s as steadfast in her workouts in
the gym as she is beating players off the dribble and knocking down 3-pointers.

Teammate Jordin Canada is more of a free thinker and artist on the court.
She’s a singer and creative type at point guard for the Bruins. She likes to
think outside the box on the court, but Canada, a sophomore, is just as
competitive as Fields.

Fields and Canada always guard one another in UCLA basketball practice
— the best guarding the best. Sometimes, those exchanges get heated, but
they bring out the best in each other. 

While Canada is vastly different in the way she does things, her desire to
win and achievement of perfection resembles that of Fields. Because of this,
Canada is affectionately known as “Baby ‘Bot” by her teammates. 

Together, Fields and Canada make up one of the best basketball
backcourts in the country. They are the yin and the yang of the UCLA
women’s basketball team and hope to make the Bruins a major player on the
NCAA scene in 2015-16. 

“On the court we’re very competitive,” Canada said. “Every practice, one-
on-one or just scrimmaging — we’re super competitive. Sometimes you may
catch us yelling at each other or going at it for a quick second. But off the
court, we’re cool. We hang out and talk about basketball.

“It gets pretty heated. We have two different perspectives. We also learn
from each other. Our coaches let us handle ourselves and our teammates
laugh at us. Nirra is straightforward, and I’m more of the sensitive one. I
usually don’t say anything. Overall, that’s not my personality, but I will. It’s
so funny to see that side come out of me, specifically in dealing with Nirra.
She’s the big dog of the crew. My teammates love it.”

And what’s not to love? Together, Fields and Canada led UCLA on a
thrilling run in the postseason last year. They didn’t achieve their goal of
making the NCAA Tournament, and instead won the WNIT championship. 

As a junior, Fields led the team in scoring (15.0 points per game),
rebounding (5.4 per game) and steals (2.25 per game), as she was the only

Bruin to earn All-Pac-12 honors. Those traits that warranted the nickname
Robot should be on display at Pauley Pavilion all year.

“When they call me ‘Robot’, it’s like you never get tired and your battery
is always charged,” Fields said. “You’re always going strong. I’m definitely
like that. Jordin is a version of me and that’s why she’s ‘Baby ‘Bot.’ We’re
very similar players, and we play the same style of basketball. But off the
court, we’re very different. She cares about others and wants to put others
before herself. I’m very blunt — black and white.”

Fields, who grew up with six brothers, is from Montreal, Quebec, and
moved to the U.S. as a seventh grader in search of greater basketball
opportunities. She played at six different schools but finally found a home
at Mater Dei her senior season. She led Mater Dei to the CIF SS Division I-
AA State Championship in her lone season there and has since had her jersey
retired. She was named a McDonald’s All-American, the first Canadian
women’s basketball player to receive such an honor. 

In July, she helped Canada’s Senior Women’s National Team to the gold
medal in the Pan American Games, with a championship game victory over
the U.S. in Canada.

She wants to be an Olympian for Canada, too. 
“It means everything to me where I come from,” Fields said. “It’s funny,

when you’re from Canada, people are like, ‘Oh, wow.’ I guess it’s a unique
thing about me. I like being different. I’m not the type of person to follow
the crowd.”

Canada grew up in Los Angeles and oddly enough, had always been a
USC fan. She starred at the Windward School and ultimately fell in love
with the Bruins during her recruitment.

Often, she’ll walk through the J.D. Morgan Center’s Hall of Fame and
admire the 11 UCLA men’s basketball championships. Her goal is to be a
part of the first UCLA women’s team to win an NCAA title. 

Canada averaged 11.8 points per game last year as a freshman and 4.4
assists, taking over point guard duties from the moment she stepped foot in
Westwood. She was named the Pac-12 Freshman of the Year and was also
selected as the MVP at the WNIT. Fields has definitely been a strong
influence on her play, however it’s off the court where Fields might have had
the strongest impact.  

J o r d i n  C a n a d a ( l e f t )  a n d  n i r r a  F i e l d s  h o p e  t h e i r
c o m p e t i t i v e  n a t u r e s  c a n  t r a n s l a t e  t o  n c a a  t o u r n a m e n t
s u c c e s s  i n  2 0 1 5 - 1 6 .  ( p h o t o :  d a v i d  s t u d a r u s )

026, 028 Canada & Fields Feature_Layout 1  11/12/15  4:59 PM  Page 1



fall 2015 cover_Layout 1  8/4/15  11:45 AM  Page 1



28   W W W . U C L A B R U I N S . C O M

b r u i n  b l u e  w i n t e r  2 0 1 5

“I think the most important thing I have learned from her is just how to treat
your body right and get stronger,” Canada said. “Just watching her footwork
and speed — everything is so much quicker. She really takes weights seriously
and I know I need to do that as well to keep my body in the best possible shape.”

Canada also competes internationally and at 19 was the youngest player
to compete for Team USA at the World University Games in South Korea
this past summer. Despite her age, Canada took control of the point guard
duties, leading her team to the WUG Championship. 

While both players found success away from Westwood this summer,
Fields and Canada are now solely focused on making UCLA the best it can
be heading into the season. Fields was UCLA’s representative at Pac-12
Media Day in San Francisco recently and in an attempt to pay Canada a
compliment in an interview, she told a reporter that Canada was “sensitive.”
Which made Canada jokingly text her to ask why she was telling people she
was “soft.” But it was all in good fun. 

“Nirra is so interesting. She plays the game like a scientific formula, and
Jordin plays it like an art project,” said UCLA women’s basketball coach
Cori Close, who enjoyed a whirlwind summer by watching both players
compete in person this summer, traveling from South Korea to Canada.
“They look at the world and the game from completely opposite
perspectives. College basketball brings people together who probably
otherwise wouldn’t have developed a friendship.

“Nirra is full of, ‘We’ve got to make this happen. Suck it up. Let’s go.’
She’s the only girl with six brothers, and she’s the baby. Jordin is a mama’s
girl. She has the coolest parents. She has one brother and wanted to stay
close to family. They come from different universes, but it’s fun to watch
their dynamics. They complete each other.”

Together, they’ve already won a championship at the WNIT. It wasn’t the
ultimate goal, but it was something from which to build.  

“We cut down nets,” Fields said. “That was an amazing experience. For a lot
of people on the team, that was their first year and first time doing that at the
college level. To get that tournament experience under our belt was great for us.”

Sometimes, Close said she sits back and grins watching them create
opportunities on the court. Managing their competitiveness isn’t a difficult
part of her coaching gig. 

“It doesn’t concern me,” added Close. “I’ve seen them compete like crazy
and get mad in the moment and then leave it. They have competition in the
proper perspective. All it does is bring the best out in the other person.
There’s a lot of women that don’t do well with that. Jordin and Nirra do. In
full court, one-on-one situations and do or die, they always play against one
another. It’s always part of practice. They’re physical and competitive.
Sometimes, that brings out animosity. I would call it a healthy tension.”

Canada wants to be a part of a successful season that will send the senior
Fields off on a good note before she embarks on what should be a successful
WNBA career. And Fields wants to leave Canada with the skill set to be the
next role model at UCLA.

“I just want to do what’s asked and be a leader,” said Fields. “She’ll obviously
be the best player after I leave and one of the go-to players. I want her to know
that everything she does, everyone is watching. You always have to make sure
the team is fine. If something isn’t right, it’s your responsibility to get the team
together. You have to work hard and set a consistent example.”

SUCCESSFOR

RECIPEA

n i r r a  F i e l d s  l e d  t h e  B r u i n s  i n  s c o r i n g  ( 1 5 . 0  P P g )
a s  a  j u n i o r  l a s t  Y e a r .  ( P h o t o :  d a v i d  s t u d a r u s )

J o r d i n  C a n a d a w a s  n a m e d  P a c - 1 2  F r e s h m a n  o F
t h e  Y e a r  i n  2 0 1 5 .  ( P h o t o :  d a v i d  s t u d a r u s )
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W h e r e  t h e  s t a r s  c o m e  o u t
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T O P  R O W  ( L- R ) :  W o m e n ' s  s o c c e r  p l a y e r s  l a u r e n  K a s K i e  ( l e f t )  a n d  G a b b i  m i r a n d a  ( r i G h t )  W i t h

W o m e n ' s  W o r l d  c u p  c h a m p i o n  a n d  b r u i n  l a u r e n  h o l i d a y .  l a  c l i p p e r  c h r i s  pa u l  W i t h  s o f t b a l l

c o a c h e s  l i s a  f e r n a n d e z ,  K e l ly  i n o u y e  p e r e z  a n d  K i r K  W a l K e r .  W o m e n ' s  v o l l e y b a l l  p l a y e r s  ta y-

l o r  f o r m i c o ,  K a r ly  d r o l s o n  a n d  r y a n n  c h a n d l e r  W i t h  n b a  c h a m p i o n  s t e p h  c u r r y  o f  t h e  G o l d e n

s tat e  W a r r i o r s .  

S E C O N D  R O W  ( L- R ) :  u c l a  G y m n a s t i c s  h e a d  c o a c h  v a l o r i e  K o n d o s  f i e l d  a n d  o ly m p i c  G o l d  m e d a l-

i s t  b a r t  c o n n e r  p o s e  W i t h  a  s p e c i a l  o ly m p i c s  W o r l d  G a m e s  at h l e t e .  G y m n a s t  n a p u a l a n i  h a l l

W i t h  n b a  a l l- s ta r  K e v i n  d u r a n t  o f  t h e  o K l a h o m a  c i t y  t h u n d e r .  f o r m e r  u c l a  s o c c e r  s ta r s  K a r a

l a n G  a n d  c o b i  J o n e s  at  t h e  u c l a  ' o n e  G o a l '  f u n d r a i s i n G  e v e n t.  

T H I R D  R O W  ( L- R ) :  G r a m m y  a W a r d - W i n n i n G  r e c o r d i n G  a r t i s t  n e -y o  W i t h  t r a c K  &  f i e l d  at h l e t e s

t r i n i t y  W i l s o n  ( l e f t )  a n d  o l a m i d e  o l o W e .  W o m e n ' s  t e n n i s  s ta r  m a r i a  s h a r a p o va  W a s  at  t h e  l at c

t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  s h a r a p o v a  a n d  f r i e n d s  e v e n t  o n  d e c .  1 2 - 1 3 .  u c l a  a l u m  a n d  a c t o r  W i l l  f o r t e

o n  t h e  s i d e l i n e s  o f  t h e  u c l a - a r i z o n a  s tat e  f o o t b a l l  G a m e .  

B O T T O M  R O W  ( L- R ) : t e n n i s  G r e at  p e t e  s a m p r a s  W a s  o n  c a m p u s  f o r  a n  i n t e r v i e W  W i t h  s i s t e r

s t e l l a  s a m p r a s  W e b s t e r ,  W h o  h e a d s  u p  t h e  W o m e n ' s  t e n n i s  t e a m  at  u c l a .    
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YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION

Youth Football Extravaganza

W Los Angeles – West Beverly Hills
Sunday, May 15, 2016

GOLF CLASSIC
Monday, May 16, 2016
The Riviera Country Club
Pacifi c Palisades, California

Backswing Bash & Auction 
Following the Tournament 

You’re invited to be a part of the Tenth Annual Jim Mora Celebrity Golf Classic 
at the renowned Riviera Country Club in Pacifi c Palisades, California.

Don’t miss this opportunity to meet celebrities from the sports and 
entertainment industries, play golf at one of the most exclusive clubs in the 
United States, and raise money to support local children’s charities and 
Count On Me community programs.

Since 2005, Count On Me has made an impact on thousands of children in 
need through its own programs and community outreach events, and through 
grants to more than 75 different children’s charities.

Sponsorship and Donor opportunities are now available for this event. 
Don’t miss this chance to make a positive difference in the life of a child. 

          Jim and Shannon Mora

#JMCGC

Contact: Shannon Mora 
Shannon.m@comff.org   |   425-765-3572

 VIP PARTY 
PRESENTED BY 

TVG Executive Search

VISIT COUNTONMEFOUNDATION.ORG FOR SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION

JOIN US AT THE TENTH ANNUAL

JIM MORA CELEBRITY GOLF CLASSIC
MONDAY, MAY 16TH, 2016  |  THE RIVIERA COUNTRY CLUB



L
ike all of us, he wants so much for UCLA to win national
championships. He doesn’t like to hear fans speaking badly about
the Bruins, and abhors hearing fans complain about the teams,
coaches, or athletics department. Instead of listening to the

complaints, Ken Graiwer combats this in a different way: he acts.
“I believe if you love UCLA, go to the games,” said Ken. “If you don’t

like something, don’t run and hide from it; make that something you don’t
like better. Instead of sitting around and complaining, ask yourself: ‘How
do we get behind the teams and coaches to improve things?’”

Ken and his wife, Aly, have not only talked the talk, they have walked the
walk. They have supported the Bruins for many years, most recently having
made significant gifts to the Mo Ostin Basketball Center, the Wasserman
Football Center, and the UCLA baseball program. The reasoning is as simple
as it is complex; Ken is a diehard Bruin fan.

UCLA has been part of Ken’s life from as far back as he can remember.
Both of his parents are UCLA grads, and his mother and grandfather were
true sports fans as well. So Graiwer grew up with the names John Wooden,
Lew Alcindor, and Bill Walton as familiar as his own family’s names.

“My mother taught me about the greatness of John Wooden and what he
meant in terms of coaching and intelligence,” said Ken. “Basketball,
particularly UCLA basketball, was my true love growing up.”

Many decisions in Ken’s life were and are made with UCLA in mind.

When he was in high school and it was time for him to look at colleges, he
actually tried not to go to UCLA.

“I looked at every school under the sun first and even thought of going
back East,” said Ken. “But the thought that I wouldn’t be able to stay up
late enough to watch any west coast sporting events fixed that.”

After he and Aly got married, these decisions also impacted his wife, who
he met on a blind date that neither of them wanted to go on. Even though
she is a University of Oregon graduate and fan, fortunately for Ken, she
understood what marrying him meant. 

“Our wedding was arranged around sports,” said Aly. “The thought of
missing a future UCLA basketball or football game because of a wedding
anniversary was just not going to happen with Ken. So we knew we could
only get married in July when there were no college games being played.”

Having a Bruin and a Duck as parents has taught the Graiwer children,
Jadon (12) and Austin (9), some positive lessons. Like their dad, Jadon and
Austin are stalwart, unconditional Bruin fans, but know that when UCLA
is playing Oregon that their mother will wear the green and yellow of her
alma mater.

“When I root for Oregon, I tell Jadon and Austin that going to Oregon
was important and that I am grateful for the part it played in my life,” said
Aly. “We have tried to teach them that no matter what the peer pressure is,
you must have a sense of loyalty and hold on to things so that you are true
to yourself.”

The Graiwers use UCLA sporting events as a way of spending an
afternoon as a family. 

They believe that one of the best ways to spend quality family time is to
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GRAIWER FAMILY ALL IN
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Director of Communications, UCLA Athletics Development
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go to Jackie Robinson Stadium and take in a
UCLA baseball game. 

“We love going to Jackie Robinson [Stadium]
with the kids, because we can bring them and not
worry about them walking around or getting food
by themselves,” said Aly. “You feel like you’re in a
small town and not in a huge city. There are no
bad seats, and there’s that close-knit, homegrown,
community feel there. That’s one of the reasons
we support Coach Savage and the team.” 

In order to determine how they could best
support the baseball program, in 2014, Ken and
Aly met with UCLA baseball head coach John
Savage. They discussed the necessity of figuring
out a way to bring more people to the games.
Since they couldn’t bring the baseball field to the
students, they came up with a plan to underwrite
a student attendance initiative that would bring
the students to the baseball field. The goal was to
get as many students to the games as possible, and
they began by using buses for two home games
that season.

“Each shuttle bus rider gets a voucher for a hot
dog, drink, and chips as well as a ride directly to
the stadium,” said Ken. “The first student shuttle
bus game brought in 301 students which broke
the all-time JRS student attendance record. On a
game day when we use the shuttles, the buses are
full. There was about a 60 percent increase in
student attendance. When we played Vanderbilt
last year, we got 369 students to the game!”

“Ken and Aly have proven to be great Bruins,”
said Coach Savage. “They have been great
supporters of the baseball program, and all of our
players and coaches appreciate everything they
have done.”

Ken and Aly’s thought is that if you want the
Bruins to win national championships, then you
need to support them in any way you can. His
first love being UCLA basketball, naturally Ken
would like to see another men’s basketball
championship banner hung in Pauley. 

But in order to do so, he realized the need and
importance of the construction of the new Mo
Ostin Basketball Center, so he and Aly made a
sizable gift to the building.

“Pauley Pavilion is a multi-purpose facility
which is used not only for basketball, but for
volleyball, gymnastics, graduation, and a host of
other university events,” said Ken. “Each team is

lucky to get in two to three hours a day of practice
during the season. If the [student-athletes] have
another place to practice, which is the purpose of
the Ostin facility, recruits will see this and we’ll
start getting more blue chip players. Just as the
new facilities of UCLA’s world-renown medical
centers bring better doctors and staff to UCLA,
so would new facilities like the Mo Ostin
Basketball Center and the Wasserman Football
Center bring better recruits and coaches to 
UCLA Athletics.”

The Graiwer children now follow in Ken’s
footsteps. They have closets full of UCLA blue
and gold. Like his dad did at his age, Jadon gets
very upset when the Bruins lose, and the only
clothes he wears is UCLA apparel. 

When he and his brother Austin can’t attend a
weeknight basketball game because it’s too late,
they are crushed. They both love the experience
of going to a game, whether it is basketball,
baseball or football. In fact, they both learned
math from sports.

“They learned math from all the sports stats;
how many points we’re winning or losing by, or
how many scores we’ll need to win,” said Ken.
“Now they love the whole game day experience.
With Aly and I more involved with the [Athletics]
program, the kids feel like they’re part of the
teams. In fact, Austin once said to Coach Savage,
‘You didn’t win the National Championship until
I was a bat boy, so [the championship] is because
of me.’

“We will continue to support UCLA for as long
as we can, even more so now that the boys are the
ages they are,” said Ken “The sports aspect [of
UCLA] has made education so much easier to stress
to them, and they both understand the value of
schoolwork and what it means to their future. They
now see college as a tangible thing and an achievable
goal that they can work hard and strive for.”

The Graiwers realize that they are fortunate to
be able to support UCLA and the various teams
financially, but insist that there are other ways to
support the Bruins.

“I help by volunteering for things that will help
UCLA,” said Aly. “For instance, we especially like
bringing our family to the Dribble for the Cure
events. There are other opportunities going on that
you might not know about if you just attend games.
You can always get involved on a deeper level.”

The Graiwers give back to UCLA for many
reasons. Ken will be the first one to tell you that
one’s college experience is unique and there is
nothing else in life that compares to it. He also
concedes that everything he has in this world
wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for his UCLA education
and the lifelong friends he made while at school.

In fact, his best friend who he met his very first
day at UCLA is flying down to join him to watch
a World Series game with Coach Savage and
Gerrit Cole; one of the perks afforded Graiwer
and others who have supported the 
baseball program.

“I give obviously because UCLA is my passion
and I love Bruin sports,” said Ken. “But growing
up we always practiced acts of tzedakah — charity
— and we have instilled that in our boys. We
hope they see that when we support the teams we
are supporting students that might not have been
afforded an opportunity to go to UCLA due to
financial or other constraints. Another reason is,
even though UCLA is known worldwide for
being this great institution and great place of
learning, I believe that sports is the front door to
a university. It’s what put UCLA on the map, and
if UCLA Athletics is supported, then it gets more
people to that front door.”

b r u i n  b l u e  w i n t e R  2 0 1 5
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
F i V e  U P C o M i n G  e V e n t s  t o  a t t e n d

M e n ’ s  b a s k e t b a l l  V s .  k e n t U C k y

UCLA will host Kentucky in the Wildcats’ first-ever trip to Pauley Pavilion on Thursday, Dec. 3.
This marquee non-conference matchup will feature the two college basketball programs with the
nation’s most NCAA championships — UCLA with 11, and Kentucky with eight. UCLA fans are
encouraged to wear gold as the Bruins GOLD OUT Pauley before a national television audience
that evening.  
Game Time: 6 p.m. / Tickets: 310-UCLA-WIN. 

W o M e n ’ s  b a s k e t b a l l  V s .  U s C

UCLA is on a roll in the crosstown rivalry series, having swept the Trojans in 2015, winning 59-52
at the Galen Center, and 71-60 in Pauley Pavilion on Jan. 18. Head coach Cori Close returns four
starters from last year’s team, which went on to capture the 2015 WNIT title over West Virginia,
62-60. UCLA is led by All-Pac-12 performer Nirra Fields and reigning Pac-12 Freshman of the Year
Jordin Canada. 
Game Time: 7 p.m. / Tickets: $12 reserved ($10 youth), $8 general admission ($5 youth).

G y M n a s t i C s  V s .  a l a b a M a

UCLA kicks off the season with an exciting dual meet against 2015 SEC Champion Alabama, the
first of six home meets in Pauley Pavilion this season. UCLA and Alabama are tied for third overall
in NCAA Gymnastics team championships with six apiece. Senior Danusia Francis, who just com-
peted at the World Championships for Jamaica, leads a talented Bruin squad.
Meet Time: 2 p.m. / Tickets: $20 reserved, $8-16 general admission.

M e n ’ s  W a t e r  P o l o  n C a a  C h a M P i o n s h i P s

UCLA’s Spieker Aquatics Center will serve has host for this year’s NCAA Men’s Water Polo Championships
beginning on Saturday, Dec. 5 with two semifinal matches and concluding on Sunday, Dec. 6 with a
third-place contest followed by the championship game. The defending champion Bruins, who have been
No. 1 for much of the 2015 season, have a great chance of being one of the four teams in the event.
Tickets can be purchased by calling 310-UCLA-WIN.

M e n ’ s  V o l l e y b a l l  V s .  U s C

In a showdown that’s almost always guaranteed to entertain, the Bruins and Trojans will square off
for Southern California supremacy at Pauley Pavilion on Jan. 23. The two teams split the meetings
in 2015, as UCLA won in four sets on its home floor, while the Trojans returned the favor in the
form of a five-set thriller at the Galen Center. Former UCLA teammates John Speraw and Jeff Ny-
gaard square off as head coaches of UCLA and USC, respectively.
Match Time:  3 p.m. / Tickets: $8 adult & $5 youth.
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1 / 1 0
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UCLA Intercollegiate Athletics
The Wooden Athletic Fund
405 Hilgard Ave.
Box 951639, 175 Morgan Center
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1639
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